The Lord is risen indeed! 


ET thy meditations, my soul, this morning be sweetly exercised upon thy risen and 

exalted Saviour. For if thy Lord be indeed risen, then will it undeniably follow, that 
as He died for our sins, so He arose for our justification, and is thereby become the first 
fruits of them that sleep. Beg of God the Holy Ghost to lead thee into the devout 
contemplation and enjoyment of this soul-reviving subject. Trace the testimonies of this 
wonderful event, until, from being overpowered in the vast assemblage of witnesses, thou 
art prompted to cry out in the same language, “The Lord is risen indeed.’ And surely never 
was there any one fact so fully, so clearly, and so circumstantially confirmed. It hath the 
united testimony of heaven and earth; of angels and men; of the living and the dead; of 
friends and foes; and God himself confirming it in the midst of His people, by sending 
down the Holy Ghost agreeably to the promise of Jesus at the day of Pentecost. Review 
these things in order. First, heaven gave in its evidence in those supernatural signs, which 
issued in the morning of Jesus's resurrection; for we are told that an angel descended from 
heaven, and rolled back the stone from the door of Jesus’s sepulchre, and sat upon it. And, 
secondly, earth gave her testimony also to the same, by the convulsions sustained at His 
approach—there was a great earthquake. And then again, as angels came to inform the 
pious women who waited to embalm the sacred body of Christ, that Jesus was risen; so 
the testimony of multitudes among men gave equal attestation to this glorious truth. For 
beside the many separate and distinct appearances Jesus made to numbers, He appeared 
to above five hundred brethren at once, by way of confirming the undoubted fact. The 
living, who ate and drank with Him after He arose from the dead, surely could not be 
mistaken. And the dead, which arose from their graves, as if to celebrate the glories of His 
resurrection, in which they took part, came forth, when the sepulchres yawned at the 
triumph of Jesus, and went into the holy city and appeared unto many. And not only the 
friends of Jesus, but the foes of Jesus, became undesignedly the witnesses of this great 
truth: for by attributing His resurrection to the disciples stealing away His body, they 
positively prove that the body of Christ remained not in the [tomb]. And that the poor 
timid disciples, whose meetings were all in secret for fear of the Jews, should project such 
a scheme as to take away the body, which the Roman soldiers were purposely placed to 
secure, is not to be equalled in folly in the very idea, unless by the other part the childish 
story, that the body was stolen while the guard slept; and so the testimony, it should seem, 
to this tale, is the testimony of men sleeping! Here, then, my soul, in devout 
contemplation, take thy stand at the door of the sepulchre of thy Jesus, and ponder over 
such a multitude of witnesses who all cry out, with one voice, as the angels did to the 
astonished women, ‘He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where 
the Lord lay.’ And oh! thou dear Redeemer! do, thou, while my soul is pondering these 
things, do thou draw nigh, as thou didst to Thy disciples on the morning of Thy 
resurrection, and sweetly commune with me of all these blessed truths conceming 
Thyself; lead me, by faith, through all the precious subject, from the sepulchre to Thine 
house of prayer, to the ordinance and Thy table, from Thy cross to Thy crown; and cause 
my whole heart to burn within me, while thou art talking to me by the way, and while 
thou art opening to me the Scriptures. Then shall I truly rejoice that my Lord is indeed 
risen from the dead, and my soul is risen with Him, from dead works to serve Thee the 
living and true God. [AMEN!] — Robert Hawker ((‘9)tisten ontine 
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AND we know! Beloved, we don’t just believe it, we know! —that He works 
all things together for our good. He has loved us with an eternal, everlasting 
love and has saved and called us according to His purpose and grace in 
Christ; before the world began! [Jeremiah 31:3, 2 Timothy 1:9]. Beloved, 
we are ascended with Him; because His saving work is finished, we are 
risen with Him [Psalm 20:8, Romans 4:25]. We are accepted in Him; 
because His life is well pleasing to the Father, we are found righteous by and 
in Him. You see believer, we have received the forgiveness of sins through 
the shedding of His precious blood and are accepted in God’s sight being 
made the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus our Lord [2 Peter 1:17, 2 
Corinthians 5:21]. And lastly, we will appear as He is; because our life is hid 
and found in Him who ever loves us, we can rejoice in Him and glorify 
Him, who is our redeemer, our surety, and all our righteousness. By God’s 
grace, we know, as He is so are we in this world, and so shall we ever be. 
Beloved, seek those things which are above, follow after Christ Jesus our 
Lord and God [1 John 4:17]. 


Welcome 


SINNERS are welcome at Sovereign Grace Church. We are a local body of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. As you spend time with us, you’ll soon discover 
we’re an imperfect assembly, with an imperfect pastor, yet by God’s 
undeserved grace, we preach, believe, and know the perfect gospel of our 
never failing Lord Jesus Christ. Reader, we call His name Jesus for He 
shall (not might, not maybe) rather He shall save His people from their 
sins. And beloved believing sinner you already know it! You are complete 
in Him, saved to the uttermost [Colossians 2:10, Hebrews 7:25]. 


Announcements 


Happy Birthday! 
Betty Groover, April 17th 
Rowen Spring, April 18th 


Resources 


BE sure to visit our website for gospel articles, live messages, and resources. 


The Power Of His Resurrection 
“.. That Imay know Him, and the power of His resurrection...” (Philippians 3:10) 


S OME tell us that Christ came on earth, merely to set us a pattern which we must 
imitate. He is indeed our pattern and glorious example of the church, and may 
we imitate Him; but if this is all, it will leave us to be lost. He became flesh and 
dwelt among us; He endured many contradictions against Himself; He was tempted 
and resisted the devil. “Then,” say you, “What must we bring to God as a ground of 
acceptance with Him? Must we not bring our obedience" No. What is your best 
obedience? Your righteousness is filthy; and by doing so, you wish to make God 
filthy likewise? Nothing less than a perfect obedience will do. And where will you 
find it? Not in yourself; it is in Christ, and in Him alone. What a deal of talk there is 
about co-working with God; you must do your part and then God will do His. This 
was the case some thousands of years before Christ; and as to His disciples, when 
the work came to be done, they all fled. 


He took with Him three disciples into the garden of Gethsemane—not to help Him; 
He did not ask them to help Him. When He looked there was none to help; therefore 
His own arm brought salvation. He merely asked them to watch for one hour, and He 
then retired to endure the wrath of God poured into His soul for the sins of His people; 
and when He came again they were asleep; and He wondered there was none to 
uphold. He might well wonder, seeing they had talked so much about it. But He gently 
awoke them, and said, “Could ye not watch with me one hour?” Still He did not ask 
them to help Him. What a blessing! He only says, “Watch and pray, that ye enter not 
into temptation;” and then departed. But their eyes were heavy; they could not even 
watch. Then His own arm brought salvation. O that right arm! O may we trust only to 
His right arm! He bore the heavy load of guilt His people had contracted; He groaned 
under it; then He was nailed to the cross. He put it all away, and, with His last expiring 
breath said, “Tt is finished!” What was finished? The work His Father gave Him to do. 
He has made an end of sin, and brought in an everlasting righteousness for His people; 
a crown of glory, which will never fade away. He has justified them before God. 


But what proof have we of this? He died: was that a proof? He was buried; was that a 
proof? No. If He had stopped here we should have been in doubt. But, says Paul, “He 
died; yea, rather, that is risen again.” [Paul] says rather, for he knew [our Lord’s] death 
was not a sufficient proof. “He was delivered for our offences and raised again for our 
Justification.” May we know the power of His resurrection; for none of us liveth to 
himself, and no man dieth to himself. “For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and 
whether we die, we die unto the Lord: whether we live therefore, or die, we are the 
Lord’s. For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that He might be Lord 
both of the dead and living.” “Therefore if ye be dead with Christ, ye shall also live with 
Him, knowing that Christ, being raised from the dead, dieth no more; death hath no 
more dominion over Him.” Therefore, says Paul to the Colossians, “If ye be then risen 
with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth at the right hand of 
God. Set your affections on things above, not on things on the earth; for ye are dead, and 
your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life shall appear, then shall 
we also appear with Him in glory.” [AMEN!] — William Gadsby (9 listen online 


